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J UNE 4, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 5957] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5957) for the relief of Veronica Merita Ritson, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
into the United States in behalf of a minor half-Japanese child in the 
custody of United States citizens. The child would be considered to 
be a nonquota immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed by the 
alien minor children of citizens of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Japan on December 10, 1949, 
of a Japanese mother and an American soldier father. The child was 
released by the Elizabeth Saunder’s Home in Oiso, Japan, to Master 
Sgt. and Mrs. George A. Ritson, who are United States citizens. 
Sergeant Ritson is on duty with our Armed Forces in Japan. 

Congressman Ralph A. Gamble, the author of the bill, submitted 
to a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives the following information in connection with the 
case: 
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House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: Washington 25, D. C., February 8, 1952. 
Hon. Francts E. WATER, 
Chairman, Subcommittee No. 1, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CHAtRMAN: To support H. R. 5957, a bill for the relief of Veronica. 
Merita Ritson, I attach letters procured from his officers by Sergeant Ritson 
vouching for his good character and ability to support the child which he proposes 
to adopt, from an officer of the Judge Advocate General’s Department stating 
adoption has proceeded as far as it can go until the enactment of H. R. 5957, a 
statement from the matron of the foundling home from which the child was taken 
by the soldier and his wife, and statements from the sergeant and his wife ex- 
pressing desire for the child and their willingness to care for and support her. 

I would like particularly to call to the attention of the members of the com- 
mittee the fine letters which his officers have given Ritson. 

Ritson and his wife are Negro and the little girl they wish to adopt and bring 
to the United States is the child of a Japanese mother and presumably a Negro 
American soldier. 

Anything which may properly be done to bring about prompt and favorable 
consideration of the bill will be appreciated by me. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Rautrx R. GAMBLE. 





FortietH FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR SQUADRON, 
THIRTY-FIFTH FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR GROUP, 
APO 994, January 25, 1952. 
Subject: Letter of recommendation. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

1. Master Sgt. George A. Ritson, AF32538119, has been a member of this 
command since July 9, 1951. 

2. It is indeed a pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for Sergeant 
Ritson due to the fact that during the period of time he has been assigned under 
my command, he has not only demonstrated his capabilities as a supervisor, but 
has won the respect of all of his subordinates. Sergeant Ritson has never, to my 
knowledge, been questioned regarding his financial obligations, and his moral 
conduct is above reproach. 

3. I would recommend Master Sergeant Ritson, without hesitation, for any 
moral obligation he might undertake in the future. 

Tuomas F. BatrLey, 
Major, United States Air Force, Commanding. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of January 1952 at APO 994. 


STanuey C,. FrREEruH, 
First Lieutenant, United States Air Force. 





HEADQUARTERS, 
THIRTY-FIFTH FiGgHTHR-INTERCEPTOR Group, APO 994, 
; January 24, 1942. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I have known Sgt. George A. Ritson for approximately 6 months, During this 
time he has displayed an unusual! feeling of personal responsibility toward perform- 
ing his duties as one of the keymen in the 40th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron. 
This feeling is evidenced by his insistence that the work required of himself and his 
subordinates be accomplished in the required time and in the manner established 
by higher authority; by his habit of working as hard without close supervision 
as he does with it; and by his mature, quiet, and considerate leadership. These 
qualities coupled with evidences of deep religious belief and a respectful and 
considerate home life attest his high moral character. These same qualities insure 
his continued success in the Air Force and forecast a continuing ability to support 
and raise his adopted child. 

Joun C. HABECKER, 
Colonel, United States Air Force, Commanding. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 24th day of January 1952, at APO 994. 


Wituram H. Martrsews, 
Captain, United States Air Force, Adjutant. 
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OFFICE OF THE PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN, 
THIRTY-FIFTH FiGHTER-INTERCEPTOR WING, 
APO 994, November 1, 1951. 
Subject: Letter of Recommendation. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

This is to certify that the undersigned has investigated the background and 
family life of Master Sgt. George A. Ritson and his wife Elizabeth V. N. Ritson. 
Both are found financially, emotionally, and physically qualified to be parents of 
an adopted child. 

Neither Sergeant or Mrs. Ritson have been previously married. 

There are no other children. 

Recommend approval of adoption request unreservedly. 

MARTIN W. BAUMGAERTNER, 
Chaplain (Major) United States Air Force, Wing Chaplain. 


Subscribed and affirmed before me this 25th day of January 1952 at APO 994. 
STaNueEy C. FREETH, 
First Lieutenant, United States Air Force. 





HEADQUARTERS, THIRTY-FIFTH FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR WING, 
OrFice oF THE WinG LEGAL OFFICER, 
APO 994, January 29, 1952. 
Hon. Rauew A. GAMBLE, 
Twenty-eighth District, New York. 

Dear Stir: This is to certify that Master Sgt. George A. Ritson, AF32538119, 
and his wife Mrs. Elizabeth V. Ritson have proceeded as far as they are able in the 
matter of adopting the little girl Veronica and that it will not be possible for them 
to complete adoption proceedings until Congress enacts the special law allowing 
the little girl to enter the United States. 

I have personally talked to Sergeant and Mrs. Ritson and should like to add my 
endorsement of their excellent moral character and can further assure you that 
they are in a financial position to support and take excellent care of Veronica. 

Sincerely, 
Howarp 8. Dattan, 
Major, United States Air Force, Judge Advocate. 


Sworn and subscribed to, before me, this 29th day of January 1952 at APO 994. 
Georce E. Hewirt, 
Captain, United States Air Force, Summary Court. 


ELIZABETH SAUNDERS Home, 
Oiso, Kanagawa Pref.,- Japan. 
Mrs. R. Sawada, executive director. 
Re acquiring United States citizenship for adopted child of Master Sgt. George 
and Mrs. Ritson. AF32538119, Fortieth Fighter Squadron, Jonson Air 
Base., APO 994, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif. 


To Whom It May Concern: 


1. The Elizabeth Saunders Home at Oiso, Japan, is a home for unwanted and 
abandoned children who are the offspring of members of the United States occu- 
pation forces and women of Japanese origin. It is recognized as such by the 
Japanese Government and has received financial aid from various branches of the 
United States occupation forces as well as substantial contributions from former 
United States Ambassador Joseph Grew. 

2. I, Mrs. Sawada, founder and executive director of the Elizabeth Saunders 
Home in Oiso, Japan, attest to the fact that on the 27th of December 1951, a 
female infant, Veronica (Kciko Kodama), was delivered from my care at the home 
to Master Sgt. and Mrs. George Ritson. 

3. This child born December 10, 1949, of a Japanese girl and American GI man 
of United States citizenship was abandoned by her father and found unwanted 
by the mother. 

4. Since this child has been completely relinquished by the parents and not 
registered in the name of its mother’s family, or with any agency or representative 
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of the Japanese Government as required by the law of citizens, or any other govern- 
ment, no claims can be made upon it by any individual, institution, or govern- 
ment. 

5. When the child was adopted by Master Sgt. and Mrs. George Ritson it was 
done not only to give her love, care, security, and education, but also to acquire 
for her the same citizenship of her newly adopted parents, with my assurance that 
such adoption involved no further legal restrictions or qualification. 

6. Therefore I certify that the said child is now in the possession of Master Sgt. 
and Mrs. George Ritson as a legally adopted child without any reservations. 

7. I further certify that the natural parents of the afore-mentioned child are 
not known, and that said child was delivered to the Elizabeth Saunders Home 
after having been abandoned in the public market place. 

Wikr SAWwADE, 
(Mrs. Renzo Sawada), 
Executive Director, Elizabeth Saunders Home, 
Oiso, Kanagawa Pref., Japan. 
Witnessed by: 

Haroup A. BiouGu, 

First Lieutenant, United States Air Force, Maintenance Officer, Fortieth 
Fighter-Intercepter Squadron, APO 994. 

CARLTON C. PINDER, 

Sergeant, United States Air Force, Fortieth Fighter-Intercepter Squadron 
APO 994. 


STATEMENT 
JANUARY 27, 1952. 

I, the undersigned, Master Sgt. George A. Ritson, AF32538119, do solemnly swear, 
to be a kind, loving father to Veronica, to care for her, to finance her every need 
to do everything within my power to make her a worthy citizen, and to educate 
her to the fullest extent. 

Master Set. Grorce A. Ritson. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of January 1952 at APO 994. 


H. 8S. Darran, 
Major, United States Air Force, Judge Advocate. 


STATEMENT 
JANUARY 27, 1952. 
I, Elizabeth V. Ritson solemnly swear to do everything within my power to 
be a loving mother to Veronica, to care for her through sickness and health, and 
to educate her to the fullest extent of my ability. 
Mrs. ExizaBpetu V. Ritson. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of January 1952 at APO 994, 


H. S. Datran, 
Major, United States Air Force, Judge Advocate. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5957) should be enacted. 


O 








